
Red Alert ! !
Why your “bug out” plan won’t 
work in a Zombie Apocalypse 

Joel 2



Joe 2:1 ¶ Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy 
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of the 
LORD is coming, For it is at hand:
 2 A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, 
Like the morning clouds spread over the mountains. A people come, great 
and strong, The like of whom has never been; Nor will there ever be any 
such after them, Even for many successive generations.
 3 A fire devours before them, And behind them a flame burns; The land is 
like the Garden of Eden before them, And behind them a desolate 
wilderness; Surely nothing shall escape them.



A generation never seen before.



05971.  `am, 
from 6004; a people (as a congregated unit); specifically, a tribe (as those of 
Israel); hence (collectively) troops or attendants; figuratively, a flock:--folk, 
men, nation, people.

6004 `amam, 
a primitive root; to associate; by implication, to overshadow (by huddling 
together):--become dim, hide

Jg 14:8 And after a time he returned to take her, and he turned aside to see 
the carcase of the lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in 
the carcase of the lion.

05712.  `edah, 
feminine of 5707 in the original sense of fixture; a stated assemblage 
(specifically, a concourse, or generally, a family or crowd):--assembly, 
company, congregation, multitude, people, swarm.







Dr. Shaw, who saw locusts in Barbary in 1724 and 1725, thus describes 
them:- 
"I never observed the mantes, bald locusts, to be gregarious. But the locusts, properly so called, which are so frequently mentioned by 
sacred as well as profane writers, are sometimes so beyond expression. Those which I saw in 1724 and 1725 were much bigger than 
our common grasshopper; and had brown spotted wings, with legs and bodies of a bright yellow. Their first appearance was toward the 
latter end of March, the wind having been for some time south. In the middle of April their numbers were so vastly increased that, in the 
heat of the day, they formed themselves into large and numerous swarms; flew in the air like a succession of clouds; and, as the 
prophet Joel expresses it, (Joe 2:10) they darkened the sun. When the wind blew briskly, so that these swarms were crowded by 
others, or thrown one upon another, we had a lively idea of that comparison of the psalmist, (Ps 109:23,) of being 'tossed up and down 
as the locust.' In the month of May, when the ovaries of those insects were ripe and turgid, each of these swarms began gradually to 
disappear; and retired into the Mettijiah, and other adjacent plains, where they deposited their eggs. These were no sooner hatched in 
June, than each of these broods collected itself into a compact body of a furlong or more in square; and, marching immediately forward 
in the direction of the sea, they let nothing escape them; eating up every thing that was green and juicy, not only the lesser kinds of 
vegetables, but the vine likewise; the fig tree, the pomegranate, the palm, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, Joe 1:12; in 
doing which they kept their ranks like men of war; climbing over, as they advanced, every tree or wall that was in their way. Nay, they 
entered into our very houses and bedchambers, like so many thieves. The inhabitants, to stop their progress, made a variety of pits 
and trenches all over their fields and gardens, which they fined with water; or else they heaped up in them heath, stubble, and such like 
combustible matter, which were severally set on fire upon the approach of the locusts. But this was all to no purpose, for the trenches 
were quickly filled up, and the fires extinguished, by infinite swarms succeeding one another; while the front was regardless of danger, 
and the rear pressed on so close, that a retreat was altogether impossible. A day or two after one of these broods was in motion, others 
were already hatched to march and glean after them; gnawing off the very bark, and the young branches, of such trees as had before 
escaped with the loss only of their fruit and foliage. So justly have they been compared by the prophet Joel (Joe 2:3) to a great army; 
who further observes, that 'the land is as the garden of Eden before them and behind them a desolate wilderness.'
 
"Having lived near a month in this manner (like a muriostomon xifov, or sword with ten thousand edges, to which they have been 
compared,) upon the ruin and destruction of every vegetable substance which came in their way, they arrived at their full growth, and 
threw old their nympha state by casting their outward skin. To prepare themselves for this change, they clung by their hinder feet to 
some bush, twig, or corner of a stone; and immediately, by using an undulating motion, their heads would first break out, and then the 
rest of their bodies. The whole transformation was performed in seven or eight minutes, after which they lay for a short time in a torpid 
and seemingly languishing condition; but as soon ad the sun and air had hardened their wings, by drying up the moisture which 
remained upon them, after casting their sloughs, they reassumed their former voracity, with an addition both of strength and agility. Yet 
they did not continue long in this state before they were entirely dispersed, as their parents were before, after they had laid their eggs; 
and as the direction of the marches and flights of them both was always to the northward, and not having strength, as they have 
sometimes had, to reach the opposite shores of Italy, France, or Spain, it is probable they perished in the sea, a grave which, according 
to these people, they have in common with other winged creatures."-Travels, 4to. edition pp. 187, 188.



Desert Locust
https://www.arabnews.com/sites/default/files/userimages/20/p3_spotlight_19
july2020.pdf

http://www.fao.org/emergencies/crisis/desertlocust/en/ 

http://www.fao.org/locusts/response-overview-dashboard/en/ 

https://locust-hub-hqfao.hub.arcgis.com/ 

https://www.arabnews.com/sites/default/files/userimages/20/p3_spotlight_19july2020.pdf
https://www.arabnews.com/sites/default/files/userimages/20/p3_spotlight_19july2020.pdf
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/crisis/desertlocust/en/
http://www.fao.org/locusts/response-overview-dashboard/en/
https://locust-hub-hqfao.hub.arcgis.com/






Joe 2:4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; And like swift 
steeds, so they run.
 5 With a noise like chariots Over mountaintops they leap, Like the noise of a 
flaming fire that devours the stubble, Like a strong people set in battle array.
 6 Before them the people writhe in pain; All faces are drained of color.
 7 They run like mighty men, They climb the wall like men of war; Every one 
marches in formation, And they do not break ranks.
 8 They do not push one another; Every one marches in his own column. 
Though they lunge between the weapons, They are not cut down.
 9 They run to and fro in the city, They run on the wall; They climb into the 
houses, They enter at the windows like a thief.
 10 The earth quakes before them, The heavens tremble; The sun and moon 
grow dark, And the stars diminish their brightness.



Joe2:11 The LORD gives voice before His army, For His camp is very great; 
For strong is the One who executes His word. For the day of the LORD is 
great and very terrible; Who can endure it?

 12 ¶ "Now, therefore," says the LORD, "Turn to Me with all your heart, With 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning."
 



The Lord calls for repentance.



Joe 2:13 So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the LORD 
your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great 
kindness; And He relents from doing harm.
 14 Who knows if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him-A 
grain offering and a drink offering For the LORD your God?
 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly;
 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the congregation, Assemble the elders, 
Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his 
chamber, And the bride from her dressing room.
 17 Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and 
the altar; Let them say, "Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your 
heritage to reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should 
they say among the peoples, 'Where is their God?'"



God will use the protection of His people to 
witness to the nations of His power and His 

love for them. 



Joe 2:18 ¶ Then the LORD will be zealous for His land, And pity His people.
 19 The LORD will answer and say to His people, "Behold, I will send you 
grain and new wine and oil, And you will be satisfied by them; I will no 
longer make you a reproach among the nations.
 20 "But I will remove far from you the northern army, And will drive him 
away into a barren and desolate land, With his face toward the eastern sea 
And his back toward the western sea; His stench will come up, And his foul 
odor will rise, Because he has done monstrous things."

The Roman Livy reported that 110,000 men died in the aftermath of a locust 
death.



Joe 2:21 Fear not, O land; Be glad and rejoice, For the LORD has done 
marvelous things!
 22 Do not be afraid, you beasts of the field; For the open pastures are 
springing up, And the tree bears its fruit; The fig tree and the vine yield their 
strength.
 23 Be glad then, you children of Zion, And rejoice in the LORD your God; 
For He has given you the former rain faithfully, And He will cause the rain to 
come down for you-The former rain, And the latter rain in the first month.
 24 The threshing floors shall be full of wheat, And the vats shall overflow 
with new wine and oil.



Joe 2: 25 "So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has 
eaten, The crawling locust, The consuming locust, And the chewing locust, 
My great army which I sent among you.
 26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, And praise the name of the LORD 
your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; And My people shall never 
be put to shame.
 27 Then you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: I am the LORD your 
God And there is no other. My people shall never be put to shame.



In a grand reversal of the first chapter, we 
are told not to fear, but rejoice. 

God’s people will not be put to shame.



Joe 2:28 ¶ "And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit 
on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men 
shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions.
 29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My 
Spirit in those days.
 30 "And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire 
and pillars of smoke.
 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before 
the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD.
 32 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD 
Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be 
deliverance, As the LORD has said, Among the remnant whom the LORD 
calls.



Ac 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Ac 2:14 ¶ But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to 
them, "Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to 
you, and heed my words.
15 "For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour 
of the day.
 16 "But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
 17 'And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out 
of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your 
young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams.
 18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit 
in those days; And they shall prophesy.

 21 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD 
Shall be saved.'



When you see devastation, get excited. 

The Holy Spirit is about to be poured out.



32 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD 
Shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be 
deliverance, As the LORD has said, Among the remnant whom the LORD 
calls.

Is God calling you?


